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U.S. Department of State’s Sister Ports Program
In July, Staff traveled to Lima, Peru to represent California
agriculture as part of a trade mission led by the Port of Hueneme
through the U.S. Department of State’s Sister Ports Program with
the Port of Paita. The mission provided an opportunity to observe
Peru’s agricultural industry and gain insight into international
market trends, while also highlighting the value of California’s
specialty crops in global trade. Thank you to the USDA & CDFA
for co-funding this trip. 

(Ethan C. and Individuals gathering around a conference room in
Lima, Peru)

U.S. Agriculture Development Export Council
Conference in Washington, D.C. 
In July, Staff attended the USAEDC conference to gain
insights into trade policies impacting American agriculture.
They met with USDA representatives and engaged with other
commodity groups and trade associations to explore
opportunities for future collaboration on international
promotional activities. Attendees heard from Secretary
Brooke Rollins, along with other industry experts who shared
valuable perspectives on global trade. Staff is scheduled to
attend the second part of the conference in November with
the theme of “The Quest for New Markets.” 
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(Secretary Brook Rollins at USAEDC)

IR 4 Project: Food Use Workshop- Denver, Co 
In September, Staff attended the 2025 IR-4 Food Use Workshop
held in Denver, Colorado. The annual workshop convened
researchers, industry representatives, and regulatory partners from
across the nation to establish priorities for food-use pesticide
research that supports specialty crop growers. Discussions focused
on identifying critical pest management needs and setting
priorities for residue, product performance, and integrated
solutions studies planned for 2026. The workshop plays a key role
in guiding IR-4’s efforts to secure and maintain crop protection
tools for minor and specialty crops, including California
commodities.

Workshop materials—including final prioritization lists,
presentations, and supporting documents—are available on the
IR-4 Project website. Click here for more!

https://www.ir4project.org/events/2025-food-use-workshop/


Grocer’s Conference in Palm Springs
Staff just returned from Gather California (formerly the
California Grocers Association Conference), and it was an
exceptional experience engaging with leaders and innovators
from every corner of California’s grocery and retail industry.
The event brought together retailers, suppliers, distributors, and
industry partners to discuss emerging consumer trends,
sustainability initiatives, and the evolving role of California
products in a competitive marketplace. From retailer-supplier
matchmaking sessions to panel discussions on technology,
supply chain efficiency, and shopper behavior, the conference
provided a well-rounded platform for both strategic learning and
meaningful relationship building.

(Grocer’s conference in Palm Springs)

Lemon Garlic Butter Pasta with Olives
8 tablespoons butter divided
¼ cup panko breadcrumbs
3 cloves chopped garlic
¼ teaspoon red pepper flakes
1 tablespoon lemon juice
1 teaspoon lemon zest
½ cup sliced green California olives
½ pound pappardelle cooked per package
instructions
1 tablespoon chopped parsley
Salt and pepper to taste

India Trade Mission
OGCC Staff traveled to Delhi, India, to conduct a trade
mission for table olives. Staff saw the great potential table
olives have in the Indian market with their high daily rate
of table olive consumption. All of the market insights, will
be shared with the COC full committee through a trip
report summary. One of the main highlights from this trip,
was an Innovation Day where well-known chefs created
recipes using California tables olives, and where several
workshops and panel discussions were held. Thank you to
the USDA-FAS for providing EMP dollars to fund this
project. 

 
(Michelle B.
speaking at

Innovation Day in
Delhi, India)

The One, Big, Beautiful Bill
With a significant effect on federal taxes, credits, and
deductions, the One, Big, Beautiful Bill was signed into law on
July 4, 2025. This 2025 legislative package combines major tax
cuts, spending increases, and policy shifts in a variety of areas,
such as individual income taxes, energy policy, agriculture
policy, and border/security spending. Stakeholders and entities
like the Olive Growers Council of California will continue to
monitor the law's effects as implementations of the bill will
continue to move forward. 
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https://californiagrown.org/recipes/california-citrus-recipe-roundup/

